Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto from 1981 Toronto from to 1983 In 1983, he returned to Australia and was appointed to the Royal Children's Hospital and the Royal Women's Hospital. He consolidated his commitment as a senior orthopaedic surgeon at the Royal Children's Hospital and became the deputy director and head of clinical orthopaedics in 1998, and then the director of orthopaedics in 2013. He served the Royal Children's Hospital for 32 years with energy and enthusiasm.
Ian Torode had a broad view of the world of orthopaedics. He felt a particular loyalty to the Asia Pacific region and was a travelling fellow of the Western Pacific Orthopaedic Association. He was awarded a travelling fellowship from the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons for Project Guangzhou.
He served as an officer in numerous orthopaedic organisations and societies, including He was a life member of the International Society of Prosthetics and Orthotics for his interest in limb deficiency. He was also a member of the Group International Cotrel-Dubousset for his interest in the spine. In 2004, he was invited to join the International Pediatric Orthopaedic Think Tank.
Ian Torode's interests were the 'whole of orthopaedics'; he drew no boundaries between paediatric and adult orthopaedics. He had an instinctive feel for biology and biomechanics and an outstanding ability to devise and innovate new solutions for complex problems in trauma, spinal injury, spinal deformity, congenital and acquired deformities in the limbs, tumour reconstruction, the paediatric hip, brachial plexus surgery, surgical management of arthritis and haemophilia. He was always in the chair at the Wednesday morning department meeting. His colleagues relied on him for advice in the management of unusual conditions, especially when things went wrong. He gave his time freely in mentoring and advising colleagues at all levels and was ready to scrub for any difficult primary or revision case.
In his school and university days, Ian was an allround athlete. He was the school captain of numerous sports teams at Geelong College, and developed a lifelong passion for sailing. He enjoyed competitive sailing and, in recent times, recreational sailing with his wife and boys.
He contributed new ideas to the literature, particularly the classification and management of congenital deficiencies of the lower limbs in the Journal of Bone and Joint Surgery in 1983. He championed long-term biological reconstruction and rotation plasty for both congenital and acquired defects in the femur. He also devised a classification of pelvic fractures in children. He had an enduring interest in the evolution of spinal instrumentation when it advanced the care of patients. He was involved in the development of growing rods for early-onset scoliosis. He championed the medial approach for open reduction for developmental dysplasia of the hip. He knew that this approach was associated with the development of type II growth arrest of the proximal femur, and his last paper to be submitted was on the use of a screw in the proximal femur to prevent progressive lateral tilt of the proximal epiphysis.
Ian travelled widely within the Asia Pacific region. He contributed extensively to teach, train, and inspire many young surgeons, especially those from developing countries. Many of those trained by him are now prominent leaders in the field of paediatric orthopaedics. He was a great surgeon and excellent educator. Ian was always ready to offer advice and recommend new and innovative ideas to the society. He offered to prepare an update on the development of APPOS during the recovery period of his planned hip surgery, a task that will be postponed indefinitely. APPOS will miss his presence; his contributions will be well remembered and continue to inspire APPOS members to further improve the society's mission of promoting the science and art of paediatric orthopaedic surgery in the region. His humour, vision, guidance, and dedication to paediatric orthopaedics and APOA are legendary.
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